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YnraTh mAM HE YUTATS...

3auem Poccuu Hayuonarvnas npozpamma
noddepxxu umerus?

To read or not to read...
Why Does Russia Need Its National Program for Reading ¢

24 Hos16ps 2006 ropa B Poccuu, Ha
CaHkT-lNeTepbyprckom KHUXXHOM ca-
JIOHEe NPoU30oLLIO COBbITUE, 3HaYEHNE
KOTOPOro noka maso OCMbICIEHO, HO
KOTOpOE MOXEeT CbirpaTb GOJbLUYIO
ponb B pa3sutum Poccun. PykoBoau-
Tenb depepanbHOro areHTCTBa no ne-
YyaTU U MaccoBbIM KOMMYHUKaLUSM,
YneH Komuccum Poccuiickon depepa-
uumn no penam KOHECKO M.B. Cecna-
BUHCKUN u MNMpepceparens Poccuiicko-
ro KHMXXHOrO COK3a, 06beAUHSIIOLLIETO
BCEX KPYMHbIX KHUrou3aaTenen U KHu-
rotoproBueB cTpaHbl, C.B. CTtenawumH
noanucanu HaunoHanbHylo nporpam-
My NMOAAEPXKKMU U Pa3BUTUS YTEHUS.

MHorve ymHble Noan 3agatoT Pe30HHbIN
Bonpoc: 3a4eM Poccun, KoTopas cosfa-
na BENVKY XyO0XKECTBEHHYIO nuTepa-
TYpy ¥ KOTOpas eLle COBCEM HEefaBHO
cyuTana cebs camon YMTaloLLen cTpa-
HOW B MuUpe, noTpeboBanack Hauwmo-
HanbHas nporpaMmMa nogaepXkn n pas-
BUTUS YTEHMA?

OTBET Ha 3TOT BOMPOC MOXHO HaWTW,
ecnu rny6boko 3agymMaTtbCsl Haf TEM, YTO
TaKoe «YTeHWe» U B YEeM ero porsb.

B koHTekcTe NpoBOAMMBIX NONUTUYE-
CKMX N 9KOHOMMWYECKMX pedopM, rnoba-
nu3aummn, 6ypHOro hopMUPOBaHUS UH-
hopmaLmMoHHOro obLiectsa BO BCEMMUP-
HOM macLuTabe Poccus cTankusaeTcs ¢
60nbLUMM KonuyecTBoM npobnem. Ctpa-
He NpefcToUT pas3BMUBaTbCs, COXPaHss
cebs B BbICOKO KOHKYPeHTHOW cpefe. A
[Onsi 3TOro Hapo, YTobbl BCe ee Hacene-
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On November 24, 2006 the St. Peters-
burg book show hosted an event
whose significance still remains
obscure despite a tremendous part it
promises to play in Russia’s develop-
ment. Mikhail Seslavinsky, Head of
the Federal Agency of Press and
Mass Communications, Member of
the Commission of the Russian Fed-
eration for UNESCO, and Sergei
Stepashin, Chair of the Russian Book
Union, which brings together all
leading book publishers and distribu-
tors, signed a National Program for
the Promotion and Development of
Reading.

Many wise people wonder why a coun-
try renowned for its literature — a
country that recently flattered itself on
the world’s largest readerships — would
need a National Program for the Pro-
motion and Development of Reading
at all.

We come at an answer when we
think just what reading is, and what
part it plays.

Political and economic reforms are
progressing in Russia as globalization
marches on, and information society
is emerging apace worldwide.

Naturally, Russia faces many prob-
lems. It must develop and keep afloat
in a pressing competition. For that,
the entire population, including the
political establishment, the business
and managerial community, must be
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HWe (BKMHOYasi NOIUTUYECKMIA NCTIOMMLL-
MEHT, 6U3HEC-CO0OLLECTBO, yrpaBieHye-
CKO€e 3BEHO) MMENO TaKoW YpOBEHb 3Ha-
HUA N KYNbTYPHON KOMMETEHTHOCTU, KO-
TOPbIV 6bIn 6bl 4OCTATOYEH AN YCheLwl-
HOWM afjanTauum K NOCTOSIHHO YCMOXHS0-
LLiencs peanbHOCTW.

[Mpn Takom nogxoge o4eBMOHO, YTO
nNpo6siIEMbI YTEHWS, TO ECTb OCBOEHUSA
NUCbMEHHON MHOPMaLMM U 3HAHWI, He-
06X0AMMBIX A7151 MOBCEAHEBHOW XNU3HU U
npoteccrMoHanbHON AeATeNbHOCTU, Ha-
MHOFO LUMPE U CIIOXHEE, YeM NpPoBIieMbI
YTEHWUSI UCKITIOYNTESNTBHO KHUT N YTEHUSA
TOSIbKO XYOOXECTBEHHOW NUTEpaTypbl.

CHMXEHME NHTEpECa K YTEHUIO — 3TO
obLiemMupoBasi TeHAEeHUMs, 06yCrNoBeH-
Has 6YpPHbLIM Pa3BUTUEM NEKTPOHHbIX
CMW n nHpycTpymn pa3BneyeHuin, KoTo-
pble TECHAT YTEHUE U KaK MPeCTUXHbIN
MCTOYHMK MOMYyYEeHUs MHAOPMaLIMN 1N Kak
NpuATHY0 chopmy gocyra.

Poccua Takxe nogoLuna K Kputmnye-
CKOMY Mpegfeny npeHebpexeHns YTeH-
eM. Mbl nepexxnBaemM CUCTEMHBIN KPU3NC

knowledgeable and culturally com-
petent enough to permanently adapt
to a life that gets ever more compli-
cated.

If we take all that into considera-
tion, we see that mere leafing through
fiction books is not what reading is
really about. To read means to get
home a volume of information and
knowledge necessary in everyday life
and professional activities — hence an
extensive and complicated range of
involved problems.

Public interest in reading is dwin-
dling worldwide with a stormy progress
of the electronic media and the enter-
tainment industry. Certainly, reading as
a prestigious source of information
and pleasant pastime recedes into the
background.

Russians’ indifference to books has
come to a fatal level, with an all-round
crisis of reading and creative writing
culture. The share of young regular
readers has come from 48% in 1991
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YUTaTENbCKON M NUCATENbCKON KYNbTY-
pbl. [ons cucteMaTuyecky YntatoLLemn
MOJSIOAEXMN Y Hac cHU3unachb ¢ 48%
(1991 r.) po 28% (2005 r.). Ecnun B

1991 r. 79% Xutenen Hallen cTpaHbl
yuTanu xotsi 6bl OOHY KHWTY B rof, TO B
2005 r. aTa umdpa cocrtasuna 63%. B
1991 r. 61% poccusiH exeqHEBHO YnTa-
nn rasetbl, B 2005 r. — Tonbko 24%. Onsa
XXYPHanoB aHanoru4Hble Luudpbl COCTaB-
nsT 16% 1 7% COOTBETCTBEHHO. B
1970-e rogbl perynsipHo 4vrtanv getsm B
80% cemen, cerogHsi — Tonbko B 7%.
Bb160p 1 npodheccroHanbHOM 1 Xy[oxe-
CTBEHHOW NnTepaTypbl A1 YTEHUSA FOBO-
pyT O MageHun BKyca Aaxe B MHTENNeK-
TyanbHOWM cpefe. FICHO, Y4TO Mpu coxpa-
HEHUW 3TUX TEHAEHLUNA, HU4ero
pagjoCcTHOro oxugatb B 6yayLlemMm He
npuxoamnTcs.

Bot noyemy peanusauus Haunonanb-
HOW MporpaMMbl MOAREPXKN N pa3BUTUSA
4yTeHuns B Poccuu OMKTyeTcs OCTpow
>KM3HEHHON HEOOXOANUMOCTLIO.

Tonbko B Xxofe paspaboTku lNporpam-
Mbl CTasIo ICHO, CKOJb CMOXHa 1 Mac-
wrabHa, MHOrorpaHHa 1 MHOroypoBHe-
Ba npobsiemMa YTeHUs B Hallen CTpaHe.
Bonpocbkl BOCTYMHOCTN TEKCTOB U UX
aleKBaTHOro NMOHVMaHUs, NPO6IIEMbI
pacnpoCcTpaHeHUs KHUI U NEPUOOUKN,
COCTOSIHUS M3JaTenbCKoro gena, 6mé-
NMOTEK, 06pa3oBaTesibHbIX Y4pPeXOeHWN,
CMW, Bcelt Haluen MHDOPMALMOHHOW
cpefbl, COpep>XXaHe U NpUopuUTETLI Mo-
NUTUKN B cdhepe KynbTypbl 1 06pa3oBa-
HWS, HAKOHEL, cama NOoTPEeBHOCTb B YTe-
HUW, KaK y OeTen, Tak 1 y B3POCIbIX —
BCE 3[EeCb TECHO MEPENSIETEHO U B3au-
MOOGYCIOB/EHO.

Kak Hukorga npexpge, Poccua napgaet
cenyac KonoccanbHoe pasHoobpasuve
KHWUM 1 OpYrovi nevaTtHOW NpoAyKUUn, HO
3TOT MOTEHUMASIBHO OFPOMHbIN 3EKT
BO MHOIomMm CXoOuT Ha HeT U OT Hepa3BU-
TOCTU MHAPPACTPYKTYPbl KHUXKHOW TOp-
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down to 28% in 2005. In 1991, 79% of
the population read at least one book
a year — as against 63% in 2005. 61%
of Russians regularly read newspapers
in 1991 - as against 24% in 2005. The
respective percentages for magazines
were 16 and 7. Books were regularly
read to children in 80% of families in
the 1970s — now, in a mere 7%. Public
choice of fiction and professional liter-
ature shows tastes degrading even in
the intellectual circles. We are facing

a dark future if those trends persist.

That is why Russia vitally needs its
National Program for the Promotion
and Development of Reading.

Work at program drafts made it
clear how big, complicated and multi-
level the problem of reading in Russia
was. Text accessibility and adequate
understanding, book and periodical
circulation, the situation of publishing,
libraries, the media and the entire
information environment, the content
and priorities of cultural and educa-
tion policies and, last but not least,
children’s and adults’ reading habits —
all that is closely interconnected and
mutually conditioned.

A huge amount of printed matter
comes out in Russia now. Its variety
has never been so great as today. Its
potential is tremendous — but the book
trading infrastructure is underdevel-
oped, and the population and the
libraries are poor, so that potential is
drastically reduced.

Russia must urgently enhance the
erudition and cultural competence of
its entire population. For that, it needs
a public climate, an information envi-
ronment and conditions to make all
people read, and give them easy access
to whatever contemporary publica-
tions — be it in bookshops, libraries or
the Internet. Russia needs institutions
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roBfn, N OT 6€AHOCTU HalLMX Ntogen n
Halmx 6MGNNOTEK.

[na NoBbILLEHWA YPOBHA 3HAHWUI U
KYNbTYPHOW KOMMETEHTHOCTN BCEro Ha-
CeneHus OomkeH 6bITb co3aaH Takown 06-
LLIECTBEHHbIA Knumart, Takas nHopma-
LUMOHHas cpefa 1 Takue yCrnoBus, KOTO-
pble 6bl OOHOBPEMEHHO W NOGYXAanu
BCEX Noaen ymitatb 1 obecnednsanu 6ol
UM JOCTYMHOCTb JII06bIX COBPEMEHHbIX
N3OaHUM — U B KHMDKHbIX MarasuHax, u B
6ubnmotekax, n B HTepHeTe. [OmKHbI
NOSIBUTLCA UHCTUTYThI U YYPEXOAEHUS, B
0653aHHOCTN KOTOPbIX OhrLmansHO BMe-
HeHb! (OYHKLMWN NMOJOEPXKKM YTEHMS, a
paboTaroLme B HUX cneunanmctbl oby4e-
Hbl COOTBETCTBYIOLLMM METoAaM U TEXHO-
nornsmM. Cenyac y HacC HUKTO HW NONUTK-
YECKOW, HU MOpasnbHOW OTBETCTBEHHOCTYU
3a NoOJdepXKy YTEHUS HE HECET, a COOT-
BETCTBYIOLLMX CNELMannCToB BbICOKOro
Kracca KpanHe He gocrtaer.

B 2007 rogy — Ha Ha4anbHOM aTane
peanusaumm NporpamMmmbl — ycunuamm
BCEX 3aMHTEPECOBaHHbIX CTOPOH B CTpa-
He JormkHa 6bITb co3faHa aTtMocdepa
0CO3HaHUs1 HEOOXOANMOCTN EXXEAHEBHOMN,
KPOMOT/IMBOW U yBReKaTelbHOM paboThbl
Ha 9TOM HanpasBfEHUN.

[MonHocTblo TeKCT HaumoHanbHOM npo-
rpaMmbl NOAAEPXKKM U Pa3BUTUS YTEHUS
ony6sMKoBaH B XypHane «bubnuoteka»
(Ne1, 2007 r.), Ha canTtax ®efepansHOro
areHTcTBa Mo ne4vatn 1 MaccoBbIM
KoMMyHuKauuam http://www.fapme.ru n
Poccuickoro komuteTa Nporpammbl
IOHECKO «WHbopmauusa ansa scex»
http://www.ifapcom.ru

E.N. Ky3abmuH,

YHneH Komuccum Poccuvickori ®egepavmm
no genam OHECKO, [Npegcenarterns
Poccuvickoro komuteta lporpammabl
IOHECKO «WHebopmaums ans Bcex»

and establishments whose official
duties include promotion of reading.
Their personnel must possess neces-
sary technologies and working habits.
Meanwhile, no one in Russia is politi-
cally or morally responsible for pro-
moting reading, and there is an acute
shortage of high-class experts.

Program implementation is going
through its initial stage in 2007. That
is when all interested parties must
together provide an atmosphere for
each and every to see the necessity of
permanent untiring toil for that goal —
which is a work of gripping interest —
and get down to it.

Full text of the National Program
for the Promotion and Development
of Reading is to be found in the jour-
nal Biblioteka, No 1, 2007, on the
websites of the Federal Agency of
Press and Mass Communications,
http: //www.fapmc.ru and the UNESCO
Information for All Program Russian
Committee, http://www.ifapcom.ru.

Evgeny Kuzmin,

Member of the Commission

of the Russian Federation for UNESCO,
Chair of the UNESCO Information

Jor All Program Russian Committee
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